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Module Description: 

Transitional Justice in Kosovo includes several mechanisms which fit within the broader framework in addressing 

human rights violations and mass atrocity crimes committed in Kosovo during the war in 1998-1999. The focus of 

this course includes efforts to address Kosovo's wartime past, through criminal justice. This is because the greatest 

efforts of transitional justice in Kosovo have gone through the court and tribunal mechanisms rather than the efforts 

in other transitional justice mechanisms to support in moving towards a more peaceful future. A number of different 

judicial mechanisms have adjudicated various crimes committed during the war in Kosovo, by domestic courts in 

both Serbia and Kosovo, including trials by international organizations with judicial mandates within Kosovo 

United Nations Mission in Kosovo and European Union Rule of Law (UNMIK and EULEX). These trials were 

conducted within the Kosovo judicial system composed of foreign judges and prosecutors within UNMIK and 

EULEX. Thus, in addition to these trials, two other mechanisms are very important. First, The International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was a United Nations (UN) court of law that dealt war crimes that took 

place in the Balkans during the 1990s, including those that occurred in the conflict in Kosovo. This court in some 

cases provided victims the opportunity to express the horrors they witnessed and experienced and the suspected of 

bearing the greatest responsibility for atrocity crimes during armed conflicts can be called to account. Also, this 

course will be focused on the effectiveness of domestic courts and the ICTY tribunal in the pursuit of criminal justice 

in Kosovo, did or did not meet with expectations of the victims and to gain the trust of citizens to restore trust justice 

processes. Second, after all these mechanisms, the last judicial mechanism, ad -hoc hybrid tribunal was established 

in 2015 by the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo which adopted the constitutional amendments and the Law on 

Specialist Chambers and Specialist Prosecutor's Office, (Kosovo Specialist Chambers). The Specialist Court, a court 

of Kosovo, but located in The Hague (Netherlands). The Kosovo Specialist Chambers has just begun its prosecutions, 

and the role and contribution to transitional justice remains to be seen in the future.  

https://www.scp-ks.org/en/documents/law-specialist-chambers-and-specialist-prosecutors-office-3-aug-2015
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